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world sight day
Mr. Frank Klees (Oak Ridges): Thank you, Speaker, and congratulations to you on your election.

Today is World Sight Day, an annual worldwide event to highlight Vision 2020: The Right to Sight, to eliminate preventable blindness by the year 2020. Christian Blind Mission International, headquartered in my riding, is the leading agency in the world working for the prevention and cure of blindness. They provide medical and rehabilitation services to more than 11 million disabled and at-risk people each year through more than 1,000 projects in over 100 countries. They also provide, free of charge, talking books for the visually impaired throughout Canada. 

In Canada, one in nine people will develop irreversible vision loss by age 65, and by age 75, the number is one in four. And the costs associated with vision loss are estimated at $2 billion per year. That number soars to $28 billion worldwide. It doesn’t have to be this way. Eighty per cent of blindness is avoidable through treatment and prevention. 

Canada voted in support of the Vision 2020: The Right to Sight resolution at the 2003 World Health Assembly in Geneva. It calls on all levels of government to join the fight against preventable blindness. 

Christian Blind Mission International calls upon government officials in this Legislature and across Canada to take a leadership role in the eradication of preventable blindness. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask members to join me in supporting the goal of World Sight Day, and a good starting point for this government would be to keep Mr. McGuinty’s personal election promise to provide expanded coverage for Visudyne treatment for all forms of age-related macular degeneration disease. I trust that you and members of this Legislature will join me in support of that resolution. 







